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ABSTRACT

Introduction: Although extensive studies have been carried out on the rhetorical structure of
research article introduction (RAI), centrality as a promotional strategy has received very little
attention.

Purpose: To address this lacuna in research literature, this study investigates centrality claims
and how the appeals are realized strategically and linguistically.

Method: 60 RAIs from three-corpora, i.e., 20 English L1 corpus (written by native authors in
English), 20 English FL Corpus (written by Indonesian authors in English), and 20 Indonesian
L1 corpus (written by Indonesian authors in Indonesian Language), in the field of applied
linguistics (AL) were analyzed. The analysis started from the step of claiming centrality found in
the authors’ RAIs using the Swales’ (1990) framework. Wang and Yang's (2015) framework was
used to identify the types of appeals in the claiming centrality.

Results: This study indicates that the three groups of authors use four types of appeals, namely
the appeal to salience, magnitude, topicality, and problematicity. The appeals appear in varied
ways, i.e., referring to the research world and the real world. Although application of each
appeal in the step of claiming centrality is relatively different in the three groups, some share
similarities in using the appeals in terms of referring to the research world and the real world.

Conclusion: This study provides pedagogical implications for teaching academic writing,
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particularly in writing research articles for publication.
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INTRODUCTION

Previous scholars who focused on genre
analysis of research articles (RAs) focused
their attention onto research article in-
troductions (RAIs). They investigated the
moves and steps in the section (Muang-
samai, 2018; Msuya, 2020; Rochma et
al., 2020). In comparative study, some
scholars examined the cross-disciplinary
variations in rhetorical styles (Afshar et
al., 2018; Behnam & Nikoukhesal, 2017;
Nabilla et al., 2021), while some others
highlighted the differences of moves
and steps used by native and non-native
speakers of English (Deveci, 2020; Farnia
& Barati, 2017; Gao & Pramoolsook, 2023;
Klimova, 2017). Along with the growing
interest in investigating move-step struc-
ture in RAIs, some recent studies have
also examined and highlighted linguistic
features in the section, such as the use of

lexical bundles (Fajri, 2020; Cortes, 2013;
Yang, 2022) and metadiscourse mark-
ers (Alghazo et al., 2021a; Alghazo et al.,
2021b; Alotaibi & Arabi, 2020; Al-Zubeiry
& Assaggaf, 2023; Liao, 2020).

The findings of previous studies have
provided fruitful and meaningful in-
sights and have assisted non-native and
novice authors in writing well-organized
introductions, as expected by the gate-
keepers of science (journal editors and
reviewers). However, other specific as-
pects need to be examined more deeply,
if we are to discuss the introductory sec-
tion of RA. Previous studies had focused
on a specific move in the introduction
section, namely establishing a niche (e.g.,
Chen and Li, 2019; Lim, 2012; Zainuddin
& Shaari, 2017). Such specific investiga-
tions also attracted the interest of other
scholars to take a deeper look into a spe-
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cific step. For example,, Arianto et al. (2021) and Arianto and
Basthomi (2021) identified several strategies in indicating
research gaps: one of the steps being establishing a niche.
A question of theoretical and pedagogical importance is
whether authors also use strategies in other steps in other
moves.

At the beginning of the introduction section, authors should
promote the topics of their studies by employing a crucial
step: claiming centrality (one of the steps in establishing
a territory), in order to attract readers’ attention (Swales,
1990; 2004). The use of this globally recognizable step is to
provoke, persuade, and convince readers about the topics
being discussed. Little is known about the practices of au-
thors in using strategies in this step in their RAIs, particular-
ly those who are non-native and novice authors. Up to now,
far too little attention has been paid to the issue.

The few studies (e.g., Abdi & Sadeghi, 2018; Wang & Yang,
2015) have been mostly limited to authors' appeals (strat-
egies in claiming centrality), namely appeals to salience,
magnitude, topicality, and problematicity. At the same time,
so far no investigation has been conducted s far into the
differences in using the types of appeals by the authors of
English L1 (native English authors writing RAIs in English),
English FL (Indonesian authors writing RAIs in English), and
Indonesian L1 (Indonesian authors writing RAIs in Indone-
sia). It is of empirical interest to carry out a study to address
this gap. This will help to establish both rhetorically and lin-
guistically to what extent Indonesian authors writing Eng-
lish RAIs transfer, underuse, or overuse rhetorical features,
e.g., strategies claiming centrality of their first language.
This study aims to investigate the types of appeals in English
RAIs written by native authors (English L1) and Indonesian
authors (English FL), and Indonesian RAIs written by Indo-
nesian authors (Indonesian L1), by answering two research
questions:

1. How frequently do authors make appeals in their ap-
plied linguistic RAIs to promote their research topics?

2. What are the differences, if any, in the frequency of ap-
pealing strategies used in English RAIs written by native
authors (English L1) and Indonesian authors (English
FL), and in Indonesian RAIs written by Indonesian au-
thors (Indonesian L1)?

LITERATURE REVIEW

Promotional Strategy (i.e., the Step of
Claiming Centrality) in Research Article
Introductions

The introduction section plays a crucial role in promoting
research topics (Wang & Yang, 2015), so there is a need to

study strategy types used by authors use to promote the
research topics and how the linguistic features are realized
in each strategy type. The step of claiming centrality step is
one of the steps in establishing a territory. It is a promotion-
al strategy since it consists of appeals that have a clear func-
tion to boost authors’ academic promotion, and make their
introductions more impressive (Wang & Yang, 2015; Swales,
1990, 2004). Therefore, although extensive studies have
been carried out on the moves and steps of the introductory
section of RAs, the existence of appeals as the strategies to
promote the research topics in the claiming centrality step
should not be ignored.

Few studies have focused on the types of appeals authors
use to promote their research topics. For example,, Linde-
berg (2004) found six types of appeals used by economists:
appeals to practitioners, economy, authority, research,
scope, and topicality. Harwood (2005) studied promotional
acts in four disciplines (i.e., Physics, Economics, Computing
Science, Business & Management). He suggested that us-
ing I and we can be claimed as self-promotional devices to
highlight the authors’ position in persuading their research
topics. Meanwhile, Afros and Schryer (2009) focused on the
realization of promotion through the application of metadis-
course markers. They found that using evaluative lexis and
self-citations in the introductions are claimed as the most
promotional values in language and literary studies.

In the field of AL, Wang and Yang (2015) considered adapt-
ing the frameworks of Martin and Rose (2007), Martin and
White (2005), and Hood (2010) to identify the types of ap-
peals used by applied linguists. They found that the authors
used the appeal to magnitude, followed by the appeal to
salience, topicality, and problematicity. Conceptualized, the
appeals can be identified in the following way:

1. The appeal to salience is how authors invoke the
readers about how valuable and important the
topic is (Wang & Yang, 2015). This appeal functions
to demonstrate the value of importance and sig-
nificance, as well as the advantages of conducting
the research topic (Abdi & Sadeghi, 2018; Arsyad &
Wardhana, 2023)

2. The appeal to magnitude can be portrayed by look-
ing at how authors show the growth research top-
ics and expose them as prevalent and need to be
discussed. Showing the multiplicity of studies or
amount of research can be used as graduation or
amplification to indicate the popularity of the re-
search topics (Arsyad & Wardhana, 2023; Wang &
Yang, 2015).

3. The appeal to topicality is how readers see the cur-
rency and newness of the topics introduced by the
authors (Wang & Yang, 2015). The novelty of the
research can be strengthened by using this appeal,
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since it offers new knowledge from the research
(Abdi & Sadeghi, 2018; Arsyad & Wardhana, 2023)

4. The appeal to problematicity is the way in which
authors unveil the problems or conflict of the top-
ics and attract the readers that the problematicity
of the topics is worth conducting. The expectation
from promoting the provoking problems or chal-
lenges in relation to the research topics is that the
authors can create further endavours to solve the
problems (Wang & Yang, 2015)

A few years later, by adopting the four appeals categorized
by Wang and Yang (2015), Abdi and Sadeghi (2018) com-
pared the use of the four appeals by native and non-native
authors (Iranian authors). The results showed that the ap-
peal to salience is most frequent in English L1 and L2. How-
ever, they found that English L1 authors referred to the en-
tities in the real world more than L2 authors. In contrast to
what was identified by Wang and Yang (2015), the English
L1 authors used entities in the real world more than the re-
search world.

The contradictory findings found by previous scholars are a
matter for considerable discussion and further studies. An-
other question of theoretical and pedagogical importance is
whether the use of appeal in English L1 and FL also differs
from the mother tongue language of the authors, for ex-
ample, the Indonesian language. This may be because the
mother tongue language possibly influences the rhetorical
structure of English RA. The previous studies have not com-
pared the rhetorical styles of RAIs written in English and In-
donesian in order to identify the differences between the
use of moves and steps and the research traditions influ-
enced by Indonesian styles, and the extent to which they
should be ruled out. This is particularly relevant to writing
a good English RAI to be accepted in broader communities.
Research has to be published internationally and readable
in the wider discourse communities. Although, from a practi-
cal standpoint, there might be differences between the RAIs
written in English and Indonesian, it should be noted that
the research topics must be convincing and attract readers’

Figure 1
Swales’ (1990) and Wang and Yang's (2015) frameworks

attention using the appeals and the linguistic choices em-
ployed by the authors in promoting the topics.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Corpus Selection and Data Collection

In order to address the research questions, 60 introductions
of AL RAs were randomly taken from reputable peer-re-
viewed journals (published from 2019-2022). The corpus in
English L1 includes ten from Applied Linguistics and ten from
System. Of 20 introductions in English FL, ten from Studies in
English Language and Education (SiELE) and ten from the In-
donesian Journal of Applied Linguistics (IJAL). The journals are
indexed by internationally reputable academic research da-
tabases, such as Scopus, Social Sciences Citation Index, Lan-
guage Teaching, Education Research Index, etc. Meanwhile,
the corpus in Indonesian L1 includes ten from Diglossia and
ten from Lingua Didaktika. The two journals have been ac-
credited by the Indonesian Directorate of Higher Education
(DIKTI) and are indexed by Science and Technology Index
(SINTA). Accordingly, all RAIs were coded according to their
groups, EngL1 01-20 for English L1 (written by native au-
thors), EngFL 01-20 for English FL (Indonesian authors who
wrote the RAIs in English), IndL1 01-20 for Indonesian L1 (In-
donesian authors who wrote the RAIs in Indonesia).

Data Analysis

In analyzing the data, two frameworks, Swales’ (1990) and
Wang and Yang's (2015) frameworks, were adopted (Figure
1). Swales’ (1990) framework is considered more suitable
in this study since it accommodates the claiming centrality
step which belongs to establishing a territory. Accordingly,
for this study, we took the framework as our starting point,
in order to identify the step used by the authors of the three
groups. The frequency of occurrences of claiming centrality
step was first identified from each group. The total frequen-
cy of occurrences of the step used was descriptively counted
and compared (in percentages).

Swales (1990)
Establishing a territory (Move 1)

Wang and Yang (2015)

- o e o

The Appeal to Salience

v —————————————————————————

e Reviewing Previous Items of Previous Research

The Appeal to Magnitude
The Appeal to Topicality
The Appeal to Problematicity
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Then, the framework of Yang and Wang (2015) was used to
identify the four appeals and their corresponding linguistic
realizations (Table 1). They are contained in the promotional
strategy (i.e., claiming centrality) that the occurrences had
previously been identified and highlighted. The types of ap-
peals were identified and coded accordingly for quantitative
analysis. The chi-square test was used to examine whether
there is a statistically significant difference in using the ap-
peals across the three groups of authors.

In order to ensure reliability, we invited another coder with
experience in move analysis to analyze 15 RAIs selected ran-
domly from the corpus. The inter-coding result was calculat-
ed using Cronbach alpha. It showed a 92% agreement be-
tween two coders regarding their step of claiming centrality
identifications and 87% regarding types of appeals identifi-
cations. The disagreement between coders was discussed,
and we resolved it based on the inputs received .

RESULTS

The Use of Appeals in RA Introductions by AL
Authors

Based on the data analysis, all four appeals were found in
the three groups, i.e., English L1, English FL, and Indonesian
L1.

As can be seen in Table 2, the appeal to salience was the pro-
motional strategy most used by AL authors. This strategy
functions to show the usefulness or the importance of the
proposed topics being promoted in the RA introductions.
The second highest appeal strategy used by the AL authors
was the appeal to problematicity. It indicates that the au-

Table 1

thors still consider showing challenges, problems, and dif-
ficulties of certain issues as a strategy to convince readers
that they are worth conducting. However, the appeal to top-
icality was the second lowest strategy used, followed by the
appeal to topicality as the lowest type of appeal used in the
AL RA introductions.

The Differences in Using Appealing Strategies
across the Three Groups (English L1, English FL,
and Indonesian L1 Authors)

Some differences were found in terms of the distribution
of the appeals. Across groups, in the Indonesian L1 Group
(93 times/46.03%), the use of the appeal to salience was
the most frequently used appeal. Also, the appeal to prob-
lematicity was mostly used by the authors in the group (73
times/48.66%). The authors in the English L1 employed
the appeal to magnitude (22 times/50%) and topicality (18
times/51.42%) in most.

Based on statistical analysis, there is a significant differ-
ence in the use of appeal strategies across the three groups
(p<.05). The number of appeals to salience used by the
Eng-L1 group differs significantly from Indo-L1 group, but
it is not remarkably different from Eng-FL group. Further-
more, although the frequency of the appeal to problema-
ticity used by the Eng-L1 group was not different from the
Indo-L1 group, there is a significant difference between the
group of Eng-FL and Indo-L1 in terms of frequency. Surpris-
ingly, there are significant differences in using the appeal
to magnitude and topicality between the two groups of
authors (Eng-L1 and Eng-FL groups) and Indo-L1 groups. It
indicated that the Indonesian authors understood how to
propose and strengthen their arguments about the topics
in their English RA introductions using the four appeals. The

Types of Appeals and Their Linguistic Realization (Adapted from Wang & Yang, 2015)

No Types of appeals

Linguistic realization

1 The appeal to salience

Attitudinal expressions (e.g., allows...to improve).

Adjectives denoting the significance or the importance of research topics (e.g., important, useful).

Noun denoting the advantages of conducting a research topic (e.g., advantages, benefits).

2 The appeal to magni-

tude many studies).

An attitudinal expression denoting graduation (e.g., amount of research, a sizable body of research,

Phrases denoting popularity (e.g., popular topics, prevalent issues, etc.).

The prevalence of a phenomenon by referring to its frequency (e.g., most frequently)

3 The appeal to topicality

Phrases indicating urgency (...still discussed).

Temporal pointers (e.g., recently, recent, has started to, now).

4 The appeal to problem-
aticity

Words indicating problematic conditions (e.g., problems, conflicts, challenges, difficulties, limitations,

controversies)

Note:
Journal of English for Academic Purposes, 20, 162-175

Adapted from "Claiming Centrality as Promotion in Applied Linguistics Research Article Introductions”, by W. Wang and C. Yang, 2015,
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Table 2

Frequency of Occurrences and Distribution of the Appeals by Type in Each Group

No Promotional Strategies in Claiming Centrality F %
1 The appeal to salience 202 46.86
2 The appeal to magnitude 44 10.20
3 The appeal to topicality 35 8.12
4 The appeal to problematicity 150 36.89
Total 431 100

result showed that the frequency of occurrences of the ap-
peals used by the Eng-L1 and Eng-FL groups was not signif-
icantly different.

The appeal to salience appeared most in the AL RAIs, with
the highest frequencies in the three groups - Indonesian L1
(50.06%), English FL (46.72%), and English L1 (37.14%). The
lowest use of appeal was found in the appeal to topicality -
Indonesian L1 (2 times), English FL (15 times), and English
L1 (18 times). In terms of orientation to the research world
and real-world entities, almost all appeals were made with
reference to both entities. However, in Indonesian L1, the
authors did not make the claim related to their popularity of
topics regarding the research world (Table 3 and Figure 1).

Table 3 and Figure 1 indicate that the authors in Indone-
sian L1 and English L1 groups were more likely to claim the
importance of their research topics with regard to the re-
search world. Meanwhile, in the English FL group, the au-
thors tended to show the appeal to salience in the research
world more than the real one. However, in the English L1
group, it was found that the three appeals to magnitude,
topicality, and problematic, were often turned towards the
research world. However, the three appeals were made with
the reference to the real world in English FL and Indonesian
L1 groups. This showsthat ways to promote research topics
in English RAIs (written by Indonesian authors) are still in-
fluenced by the style commonly used in writing Indonesian
RAIs, in which the real-world entity was more often used in
the three appeals.

Appeal to Salience

This strategy is used when the authors need to show the
importance of their research topics. Wang and Yang (2015)
suggest that the topics’ usefulness, significance, or advan-
tages should be clearly stated in the introduction section.
They add that authors need to use phrases denoting the im-
portance of their research topics (i.e., as an essential aspect
of knowledge, the advantages of...) and attitudinal expres-
sions (i.e., to improve, allows, aids), in order to indicate the
importance of the research topics. In our study, the authors
from the three groups used this strategy when they promot-
ed their topics. Excerpts can be seen below:

Excerpt 1

The provision of comprehensible input to students
is essential in English as a foreign language (EFL) and
second language (L2) classrooms (e.g., Krashen, 1982,
1985; Schmidt, 1992). ...As several prior studies have
shown the positive effects of gestures on learners,
it can be concluded that gestures play an important
role as input to learners for comprehension.

(Sys-RAI-05)
Excerpt 2

It has also become a consensus that obtaining feed-
back from the teacher is more important than
that from peers (Wihastyanang et al., 2020). To sum up,
studies show that teacher feedback keeps worth em-
ploying. Furthermore, the advent of technology leads
online written feedback to take its pivotal role in
English L2 writing.

(JAL-RAI-004)
Excerpt 3

Ketika mengalami kendala pada saat berkomunikasi,
seorang penutur akan menggunakan cara-cara ter-
tentu yang berkesinambungan. Cara-cara yang dap-
at digunakan misalnya dengan strategi komunikasi
penghindaran, strategi komunikasi pengganti, dan
strategi komunikasi meminta bantuan.

#When someone gets problems in communication, she
or he utilizes certain strategies. Those are, for example,
avoidance, alternative, and appeal for help strategies.#

(Diglossia-RAIOT)

Excerpt 1 indicates that an appeal to salience (i.e., essential),
from the entity the provision of comprehensible input, was
powered by the number of citations. The next sentence also
indicates the importance of the proposed topic (i.e., ges-
tures): the experiential meanings around researchers (i.e.,
several prior studies have shown...). Similar to Excerpt 2, the
authors from English FL also showed an invoked attitude by
referring to the previous study (Wihastyanang et al., 2020)
that teacher feedback is essential and worth employing. It
indicates that making reference to previous researchers’
claims may increase the authors’ confidence in showing the
importance of their proposed research. It also makes the
claims more appealing and convincing. Meanwhile, the au-
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Table 3
Chi-Square Test Result

Chi-Square Tests

Value df Asymp. Sig. (2-sid-
ed)
Pearson Chi-Square 44.488° 6 .000
Likelihood Ratio 53.309 6 .000
Linear-by-Linear Association  .246 17 .620
N of Valid Cases 431

Appeals * Groups Cross-Tabulation

Groups Total
Eng-L1 Eng-FL Indo-L1
Count 52a 57a, b 93b 202
Expected Count 64.2 57.2 80.6 202.0
Appeal to Salient
% within Appeals 25.7% 28.2% 46.0% 100.0%
Adjusted Residual -2.53 -.04 244
Count 22a 18a 4b 44
Expected Count 14.0 12.5 17.6 44.0
Appeal to Magnitude
% within Appeals 50.0% 40.9% 9.1% 100.0%
Adjusted Residual 2.74 1.96 -4.41
Appeals
Count 18a 15a 2b 35
Expected Count 1.1 9.9 14.0 35.0
Appeal to Topicality
% within Appeals 51.4% 42.9% 5.7% 100.0%
Adjusted Residual 2.60 1.99 -4.31
Count 45a, b 32b 73a 150
Expected Count 47.7 42.5 59.9 150.0
Appeal to Problematicity
% within Appeals 30.0% 21.3% 48.7% 100.0%
Adjusted Residual -.58 -2.35 2.71
Count 137 122 172 431
Total Expected Count 137.0 122.0 172.0 431.0
% within Appeals 31.8% 28.3% 39.9% 100.0%

thors in the Indonesian L1 group preferred to state the im-
portance of the strategy of avoidance, alternative, and appeal
for help by making reference to real-world situation to show
that the strategies can solve problems in communication.

Appeal to Magnitude

Abdi and Sadeghi (2018) claim that this strategy can be de-
tected when authors indicate the relatively large number of
studies related to the topics being discussed, such as indi-
cating the popularity of the topic over a long time. Wang
and Yang (2015) summarize the linguistic features authors

use in the appeal to magnitude, for example, phrases denot-
ing the amount of research (i.e., a sizable body of...), attitudi-
nal expression leading to increasing popularity of topics (i.e.,
burgeoning interest, indisputable worldwide popularity), or
an adverb of frequency (i.e., ...is most frequently used...).

Excerpt 4

In academic contexts where second language (L2) writ-
ing is involved, machine translation (MT) through
PCs, mobile phones, and the web is a widely used
source of reference during writing.

(Sys-RAI-07)
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Table 4

Orientation to Research/Real-World Entities across the Three Groups

English L1 English L2 Indonesian L1
No P.romo_tio.nal Strateg_ies Research  Real World Research Real World  Research Real World
in Claiming Centrality World World World

F (%) F (%) F (%) F (%) F (%) F (%)
1 The appeal to salience 24 (42.30) 28 (53.84) 36 (63.15) 21 (36.84) 19 (20.43) 74 (79.56)

2 The appeal to magnitude 12 (54.54) 10 (45.45) 8 (44.44) 10 (55.55) 0(0) 4(100)

3 The appeal to topicality 12 (66.66) 6 (33.33) 8 (53.33) 7 (46.66) 1(50) 1(50)
4 The appeal to problematicity 28 (62.22) 17 (37.77) 10 (31.25) 22 (68.75) 8(10.95) 65 (89.04)
Total 79 (56.42) 61(43.57) 62 (50.81) 60 (49.18) 28(16.27) 144 (83.72)

Figure 2

Research World and Real-World Orientation in Each Group

100
80
60
40
20

0
English L1 Group

English FL Group

m Orientation to Research World

Indonesian L1 Group

m Orientation to Real World

Excerpt 5

Necessarily, there have been many investigations
showing limited impacts of WCF on students’ learning.

(SIELE-RAI-002)
Excerpt 6

TPACK studies have been conducted in various coun-
tries. In Asia, the results of TPACK studies have been
from a number of countries such as Vietnam, Singapore,
China, Turkey, and Malaysia. Many of the studies in-
volved pre-service teachers (e.qg., Graham et al, 2012;
Pamuk, 2011), followed by in-service teachers (e.g., Chai
et al, 2013; Guerrero, 2010),...

(SIELE 07)
Excerpt 7
Penelitian tentang penyangga dalam proses pembelaja-
ran banyak dikaiji dari tipe tipe penyangga yang digu-
nakan oleh guru dan eksperimentasi dampak pengu-
naan penyangga terhadap hasil belajar siswa.

#Research on scaffolding in the learning process is
widely investigated from the types of scaffolding used
by teachers and is experimented with to see its effect on
students’ learning outcomes.#

(LingDi-RAIO5)

Based on excerpt 4, promotion using the appeal to magni-
tude can be identified when the authors use a premodifier
denoting attitudinal expression leading to increasing popu-
larity of a topic (i.e., widely used source of reference). The aim
is to draw readers’ attention to the issue of machine trans-
lation. Another way of using the appeal to magnitude is also
found in this study when the authors promote their research
topics (i.e., WCF on students’ learning, TPACK, scaffolding) using
phrases denoting the extensive amount of research, such as
widely investigated, many of the studies, many investigations, as
seen in excerpt 5, 6, and 7.

Another important piece of information from the data in this
study is that authors in the English L1 and English FL groups
tended to use adverbs indicating the prevalence of a phe-
nomenon (e.g., widely, largely, mostly, frequently, excessively,
extensively, broadly, globally). Invoking attitudes by grading
experiential meanings in terms of the amount of research
(e.qg., large-scale designs, large-scale data, a large amount of...,
a large Germany-wide representative sample of immigrants,
many) and scope (e.g., the widespread use of MT, extensive line
of research, the global position of...) were also found in Eng-
lish L1 corpus. In contrast, Indonesian L1 rarely used such
linguistic markers indicating the popularity or prevalence of
their research topics.

18

JLE | Vol.9 | No.2 | 2023



Research Article Introductions in Applied Linguistics

| Research Papers

Appeal to Topicality

This strategy refers to how authors inform the readers that
their topics are current. Wang and Yang (2015) state that it
involves the way in which authors emphasize the novelty of
their research topics by using adverbs (e.g., recently), phras-
es (e.g., recent thinking), and verbs (e.g., has started...), in
order to indicate the newness or recency of their research
topics. In this study, the strategy was also found in the three
corpora. The realization of the strategy can be seen below:

Excerpt 7

Early MT studies were conducted primarily within the
context of translation studies and often viewed MT
as a source of errors (Belam, 2003; Kliffer, 2005; Ni~no,
2008), specifically lexico-grammatical errors that must
be corrected through post-editing. However, with the
widespread use of MT for writing in a foreign or sec-
ond language, studies have been conducted recently to
highlight its significance in L2 writing.

(Sys-RAI-07)
Excerpt 8

As the demand for providing good models of academic
and scientific texts keeps increasing for publication, the
subject (move analysis) has been getting a consider-
able amount of attention for the past few years (Mare-
fat & Mohammadzadeh, 2013).

(IJAL-RAI-006)
Excerpt 9

Pendidikan di era sekarang ini merupakan permasa-
lahan yang sangat menarik didiskusikan pada banyak
forum, dari forum formal maupun nonformal; mulai
dari kebijakan, sistem, sampai sumber daya tenaga
pendidiknya.

#Education in this era is a very interesting issue to be
discussed in many forums, from formal and non-formal
forums; ranging from policies, and systems, to the re-
sources of the educators.#

(Diglossia, RAIO4)

In the excerpts above, the research topic concerned is first
promoted by indicating the research roadmap related to the
topic. In order to emphasize the newness of the topic (i.e.,
Machine Translation is abbreviated to MT), the authors used a
temporal adverbial (i.e., recently). Another temporal adver-
bial, i.e., currently, was also found in both groups (English
L1 and FL) to indicate the urgency of the topic in the recent
situation. Also, the appeal to topicality concerning entities in
the research world is shown in Excerpt 8. Here the authors
emphasized the sustainability of the topic, as indicated by
the present perfect progressive used. Moreover, the word
few in the phrase past few years can also indicate that the
research topic is not outdated and still has contributions
in this current situation. On the other hand, the recency of
the topic can still be invoked by describing it as a living field

(Wang & Yang, 2015), as it is shown in Excerpt 9 that the au-
thors used a circumstance time indicating current condition
(i.e., di era sekarang ini-in this era) to describe the current
situation related to the topic.

Appeal to Problematicity

This type of appeal emphasizes how authors claim their pro-
posed topics as challenging topics. Authors can promote
the topic by showing its problems, challenges, conflicts, or
difficulties. They can use words to indicate the use of the
strategy (e.g., challenge(s), limitation(s), problem(s), contro-
versies, etc.) (Wang & Yang, 2015).

Excerpt 10

A mismatch between the linguistic knowledge base
and opportunities for language use is understood to be
problematic for L2 development. Specifically, oppor-
tunities for language use that draw on a limited lin-
guistic knowledge base likely lead to limited L2 devel-
opment (DeKeyser 1997, 2017). To date, however, the
role of prior linguistic knowledge in understanding the
nature and extent of linguistic development during SA is
not well understood.

(AL-RAI-6)
Excerpt 11

Indonesian teachers are often encountered with a di-
lemma in carrying out duties. On the one hand they
have to provide students with adequate support
to learning within a formal education setting; on the oth-
er hand, they are faced with contextual problems as
the impacts of the education system.

(IJAL-RAI-003)
Excerpt 12

Salah satu faktor yang dapat memengaruhi kendala
tersebut adalah mothertongue interference. Hal ini ses-
uai dengan yang diungkapkan Ellis (1997:51) bahwa ba-
hasa ibu sebagai bahasa pertama dapat menyebabkan
terganggunya pemerolehan bahasa kedua.

#0ne of the factors contributing to the difficulties is
mother tongue interference. This is in line with what Ellis
(1997: 51) stated that the mother tongue as a first lan-
guage can disrupt second language acquisition. #

(LingDid, RAIO4)

The three excerpts above illustrate that the authors in the
three corpora agreed to raise the problems to show the
appeal to problematicity. They used words or phrases indi-
cating problems (i.e.,, dilemma, problematic, limited, not well
understood, difficulties, disrupt). As shown in excerpts 10 and
12, the authors began with the controversial issue related
to their proposed topics. Then, they referred to what has
been claimed in the previous research, in order to strength-
en their arguments. To make it more problematic, we may
raise another issue, as shown in Excerpt 10, where in the
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third sentence the authors stated another controversial
opinion. Meanwhile, the authors in excerpt 11 pointed out
the problematic situation made with reference to entities in
the real world.

DISCUSSION

Our investigation was motivated by the study conducted by
Abdi and Sadeghi (2018) and Wang and Yang (2015). Wang
and Yang (2015) considered Swales' (1990) conceptualiza-
tion of appeals and Lindeberg’s (2004) elaboration of ap-
peals, in order to investigate the types of appeals in the in-
troductory sections of AL RAIs. They identified four types of
appeals used by the authors in the discipline, namely appeal
to salience, to magnitude, to problematicity, and topicality.
A few years later, Abdi and Sadeghi (2018) compared the ap-
peals used by English L1 and L2 in AL RAIs. Our study adds
another group for comparison with the two groups, namely,
Indonesian L1, assuming that Indonesian authors might be
influenced by their first language when they write the intro-
ductions in English, particularly in claiming centrality step.
Therefore, we compare the use of appeals used by English
L1, English FL, and Indonesian L1 authors and discuss argu-
mentatively the logical reasons why the underuse or over-
use of appeals happens as Indonesian authors promote
their topics in claiming centrality in English.

Based on this study, we found that authors from the three
corpora used four types of appeals to promote their topics.
Although this finding corroborates those of the previous re-
searchers (i.e., Abdi & Sadeghi, 2018; Wang & Yang, 2015),
some differences in using each appeal between this present
study and the previous ones were found. In this study, Eng-
lish L1 authors used the appeal to salience most often. How-
ever, the study conducted by Wang and Yang (2015) found
that the appeal magnitude occurred in a vast majority. This
might be due to the trend of research from 2019-2022 in
which the use of technologies during the pandemic era in-
fluenced scholars to examine, investigate, and observe the
implementations of technologies in language learning. Con-
sequently, authors need to show the importance and use-
fulness of their proposed topics to convince their audiences
at that moment in time. This might also differ in promoting
topics if Covid-19 becomes endemic.

Moreover, our finding confirms the findings of Abdi & Sade-
ghi (2018) that the most frequently used type of appeal in
AL RAIs written by native (English L1) and non-native Eng-
lish (English L2) is the appeal to salience, followed by the
appeal to problematicity, magnitude, and topicality. Surpris-
ingly, the order of the frequency of using the appeals is also
similar to what has been found in the Indonesian L1 group.
Authors in the Indonesian L1 group also appear to believe
that persuading readers by showing the importance of the

topics is a necessary to attract readers’ attention. They are
also more likely to claim the salience of their research top-
ics concerning the real world, and it is similar to the group
of English L1. However, the difference between the orien-
tation to the research world and the real world in the In-
donesian L1 group is too significant. It differs from English
L1 group where the difference between real-world and re-
search-world orientation is insignificant. The overwhelming
use of the appeal in the Indonesian L1 group indicates that
the authors still primarily express inscribed attitudes, rather
than promote the usefulness of the topics argumentative-
ly by turning entities into the research world. On the other
hand, in the English FL group, it is the other way around.
The author tended more to use the appeal to salience with
the orientation to research the world. Therefore, although
practitioner interests are considered (Wang & Yang, 2015),
authors need to give strong arguments, based on support-
ing evidence from previous studies, concerning the advan-
tages of research to solve problems in a real-world context.
It should be noted that the difference between the orienta-
tion to real-world and research world while using the appeal
should not too significant.

The appeal to problematicity was found as the second-high-
est type of appeal used by the three groups. In the intro-
duction section, authors may introduce problems before
proposing solutions to solving them (Arianto et al., 2021;
Arianto & Basthomi, 2021; Nabila et al., 2022). They can also
highlight the limitations of previous studies as problems
which become the signal of gaps which can be proposed for
further studies (Chen & Li, 2019). In the context of applied
linguistics, particularly in language learning, problematici-
ty might be a foundation to provoke readers that there are
still some problems that need to be solved. The problems
or cases tend to be specific to those which authors have
encountered in particular situations (Mirahayuni, 2002) The
research results are expected to give contributions to the
advancement of theories leading to resolving other prac-
titioners’ problems. However, it should be noted that the
problems shown should also be representative of other re-
searchers’ problems. Audiences who read the statements
containing the appeal will be provoked to admit the authors’
claims.

Moreover, the second least common type of appeal was
that of topicality, which aims to show the recency or curren-
cy of the topics discussed in the introductions. Disciplinarily
speaking, the AL authors in all three groups of corpora con-
sidered the use of the appeal. The appeal was made with
reference to entities in both research and real worlds, and
the authors are more likely to claim their research areas in
the research world. This finding corroborates the previous
study (i.e., Wang & Yang, 2015). However, in the Indonesian
L1 group, only a minority of authors used the appeal (twice,
50% in the research world and 50% in the real world). Some
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factors might influence the low number of occurrences of
the appeal. First, the lack of references might be a factor
as to why the authors in the group used the appeal inade-
quately. Furthermore, the editorial team of national journals
might be highly provoked to see the urgency of the research.
This is related to the way in which authors state the impor-
tance of the topics and problems observed in certain spe-
cific situations. However, to the best of our knowledge, the
marketization of research should be seen through the ways
in which the authors persuade readers not only about the
importance or urgency of the topics but also about the new-
ness of the topics. International journal editors may also see
the currency of the article, if the authors are able to show
the novelty of a phenomenon. Consequently, the concern
of appealing to topicality must be more directed towards a
research world where readers will highlight the currency of
a topic by identifying the lists of current studies shown in
the introductions. Therefore, authors need to contextualize
their issues by synthesizing the current studies or emerging
research trends worldwide, in order to get their research
published internationally, and achieve broader readability.

Magnitude is considered the least appeal used by the three
groups. Authors from English FL and Indonesian L1 were
more likely to claim magnitude with reference to the real
world. On the other hand, in the English L1 group, the entity
is more associated to the research world. Our findings, relat-
ed to the distribution of the appeal to magnitude in the Eng-
lish L1 group, is relatively similar to Wang and Yang (2015).
We agree that authors are expected to show evidence by list-
ing several previous studies, if they need to state that many
studies have been conducted..., a large amount of studies..., a
plentiful of research..., or other phrases denoting the abun-
dance of the previous related research. Moreover, authors
who introduce the recency of research topics, the newness
of phenomena, or conflicts related to topics, are also expect-
ed to associate their claims with the research world more
than with the real world. We cannot ensure that an issue
or a topic is new or it can give a novel contribution without
reviewing the contextualization of the topic in the current
research situation. Furthermore, we cannot mention the
problemes, if the claims of previous researchers support the
problems. As suggested in previous studies (Arianto et al.,
2021; Arianto & Basthomi, 2021), when establishing a terri-
tory, authors have to study the research, and then establish
the problems from research rather than the real world This
will make theoretical contributions which automatically con-
tribute to practitioners.

Our findings also indicate that in the English FL and Indone-
sian L1 groups, the authors are more likely to use the appeal
to magnitude and problematicity with reference to the real
world. If real-world orientation is massively shown in move
1, it will undoubtedly affect the authors’ difficulties in posi-
tioning their research gaps in move 2 (establishing a niche)
(Arianto et al., 2021; Hamp-Lyons & Heasley, 2009; Kanok-

silapatham, 2005). A further influential socio-cultural factor
may the infrequency of references to the research world,
particularly in claiming the popularity, prevalence, difficul-
ties, and challenges of a research topic or phenomenon. Es-
tablishing a territory, particularly in a centrality claim step,
constitutes a fundamental step where the authors provide
sufficient information to meet the expectation of their dis-
course communities. They can refer to previous literature or
studies playing key role in strengthening their arguments
and occupying a large amount of information in the intro-
duction (Xiao et al., 2022; Saricaoglu, 2021). Indonesian au-
thors need to acknowledge that the core of justifying po-
tential research is how they claim their research topics and
contextualize their topics to the current situations made
from referring to the current studies (research world). In
other words, sharing schemata that conventionally occurs
in Indonesian RAIs (Safnil, 2003) should include references.
Accordingly, when Indonesian authors or other non-native
English authors promote their research topics in English
RAIs, particularly in the field of AL, they have to follow the
standards of marketization of research topics using promo-
tional strategies (Wang & Yang, 2015). They need to know
that the marketization of research in claiming centrality is
dissimilar to what they do in their mother language RAIs .

CONCLUSION

This study explored authors’ promotional strategies used by
English L1, English FL, and Indonesian L1 authors. Our study
identified four major types of appeals: salience, magnitude,
topicality, and problematicity. These are strategies applied
by the three groups of authors in varied ways relating the
entities to research and real worlds. The three groups of
authors integrated the four strategies, in order to increase
the persuasive promotion of their research topics and make
their topics appealing. The findings also indicate that al-
though the three groups share similarities in the order of
using strategies from the most to the least, they displayed
dissimilarities in using the appeals in terms of frequency of
occurrences of referencing the research world and the real
world. English FL authors seem to be influenced by the cul-
tural norms of the Indonesian language. They used the ap-
peal to magnitude and problematicity made with reference
to entities in the real world more than in the research world,
and this is similar to the Indonesian L1 group in which the
entities in the real world were more preferably used in terms
of applying the two appeals.

This study is not without limitations. Since this study focused
on comparing the application of appeals strategically and
linguistically in applied linguistic RAIs only, we suggest that
further study investigates appeals in the claiming centrality
step in RAIs across disciplines. This will give a more com-
prehensive description among scientists in each discipline.
Furthermore, it will provide insightful information, if oth-
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er studies focus on how the cultural norms of the mother
tongue language influence the use of appeals in English
RAIs qualitatively. In other words, other researchers can tri-
angulate their data. For example,, after examining the use
of appeals by calculating the number of occurrences of the
strategies, they can use qualitative methods of data collec-
tion, such as using (semi-) structured interviews. As a result,
they can identify why certain appeals are prominently used
to promote research topics using their mother language.

Furthermore, this study has pedagogical implications. The
need to acquire knowledge about the rhetorical structure
of RAL particularly in understanding how appeals are con-
structed in the step of claiming centrality, is critically im-
portant for students, particularly those who are studying
academic writing courses. EFL teachers may consider inte-
grating the findings of this study into their teaching mate-
rials, especially with regard to writing research articles for
international publications. They should also discuss the use
of appeals and show how each appeal is constructed with
reference to entities in either the research world or the real
world.
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