
SUMMARY OF THE ISSUE

Theory and Philosophy of Psychology

V.D. Shadrikov. Psychological
Description of a Normal Individual

The article examines ideological,
theoretical and methodological issues
of psychological description of a nor�
mal individual. It offers a substantial
interpretation of such issues. It also
gives an illustration of all the difficul�
ties of practical work in this field.

Special Theme of the Issue.
Mentality and economic success of

the nation

E.G. Yasin. Research on Cultural
Values — a Common Goal of Humani]
tarian Sciences

The goal of this paper is to explore
the role of culture in the process of civi�
lization and development of various
countries. It is argued that scientific
research on the effect of social institu�
tions, culture, value systems on the
development of innovative economics
may improve founding principles of the
state politics and environment that
facilitates creativity of Russian people.
Culture is argued to be accepted by an
individual at three levels, specifically:
1) public opinions and moods, 2) con�
cepts and aptitudes, and 3) values; fur�
thermore, a schematic model of a cul�
ture is suggested. Following the work
of G. Hofstede, R. Inglehart and
S. Schwartz four possible scales of
measuring cultures are suggested: indi�
vidualism — collectivism, freedom
(equality) — hierarchy (order), open�
ness to changes — conservatism (tradi�

tions), self�actualization (self�accom�
plishment) — harmony (equilibrium).

S. Schwartz. Cultural Value Orien]
tations: Nature & Implications of Na]
tional Differences

This paper introduces a theory and
methodology for measuring cultural
values suggested by S. Schwartz. The
nature of cultural values as basic ele�
ments of a culture is analyzed. Basing
on empirical research conducted by the
author in 84 countries of the world,
eight cultural regional types are distin�
guished. It is also suggested that coun�
tries vary along seven scales of cultural
values, i.e., Affiliation, Intellectual and
Affective Autonomy, Hierarchy, Equa�
lity, Skills, and Harmony. Correlations
between values and the level of socio�
economic development, as well as types
of economical and political systems are
demonstrated.

N.M. Lebedeva. Cultural Values,
Economic Settings, and Aptitudes
Towards Innovations in Russia

Theoretical approaches and results
of empirical research on the relation�
ship between cultural values, economic
settings and aptitudes towards innova�
tions in Russia are introduced. Empiri�
cal results showed that economic de�
velopment in Russia is facilitated by ac�
knowledgment of Intellectual and
Affective Autonomy, and Skills (in
other words, recognition of the values
of independence and activity of an indi�
vidual). From the other side, economic
development is impeded by the values of
Affiliation and Hierarchy that maintain
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settings of economic paternalism and
that are negatively correlated with the
level of psychological well�being of an
individual. It was demonstrated that
regardless of age and ethnicity of an
individual, the universal cultural fac�
tors of Intellectual Autonomy and
Skills facilitate a creative and innova�
tive aptitude of Russian people, but the
value of Hierarchy  impedes it.

R. Lynn. Intelligence and Econo]
mic Development

The thesis of this paper is that intel�
ligence is a determinant of income
among individuals and populations,
and that national differences in intelli�
gence are a major factor responsible for
the wealth and poverty of nations. We
also examine some other correlates of
the IQs of nations, namely ability in
mathematics and science, adult literacy,
life expectancy and religious belief. In�
telligence is defined as «general cogni�
tive ability» expressed as the ability to
reason, solve verbal, mathematical and
spatial problems, learn quickly, remem�
ber, and acquire a large fund of know�
ledge (Carroll, 1993). Intelligence is
measured by tests first developed in
France by Alfred Binet and scored to
give an IQ (Intelligence Quotient)
based on a population mean of 100 and
standard deviation of 15.

Work in Progress

V.A. Barabanschikov, A.A. Demi]
dov. Dynamics in Perception of Indi]
vidual Psychological Characteristics
Based on Facial Expressions during
Micro]intervals of Time

This empirical study examines per�
ception of individual psychological
characteristics judging by facial expres�

sions of an individual. It was demon�
strated that different perceptual stages
are characterized by different mecha�
nisms of inter�personal perception and
presentation of personal characteris�
tics.

T.P. Butenko. A Measure of Un]
derstanding of Uncertainty in Life
Situations and Coping with them

The article describes the experience
of usage of a measure designed to inves�
tigate understanding of uncertainty in
life situations as an integral phenome�
non with its own mechanisms. A mea�
sure is designed to ask participants to
generate situations with uncertainty on
the basis of given stimulus situations.
The participants' texts obtained in the
study were analyzed within the frame�
work of qualitative approach and
«grounded theory» method. Several
versions about phenomenon's nature
have been proposed as a result, one of
the versions is presented in the article. 

A.N. Voronin, O.M. Kochkina.
Discursive and Linguistic Abilities in
the Structure of Human Intelligence

The article is devoted to discursive
and linguistic abilities which are essen�
tial components of human intelligence
that have influence upon adequate and
correct understanding of the «flow of
speech». The authors invent a new con�
cept of «discursive abilities» and prove
the reasonableness of its existence at
the theoretical and empirical levels.
The development of the discursive abi�
lities and their positioning within a
structure of intelligence are examined
in the domain of foreign language
acquisition. For all that an original
measure of linguistic and discursive
abilities is used in the research along
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with well�established tests of general,
verbal and social intelligence.

A.A. Gorbatkov. Examination of a
Positive]Negative Asymmetry of
Emotions at Different Levels of Indi]
vidual Development

This study examines a hypothesis
that during intra�level development of
emotions from negative emotional
asymmetry towards a positive one,
two�directional development of emo�
tions themselves is observed — from
negative to positive as well as from po�

sitive to negative. The hypothesis was
mostly confirmed for students of ele�
mentary, middle and high schools.

E.V. Dyomina. Linguistic and Di]
dactic Experience of Psychological
Measurement of Verbal Ability

The article examines the results of
psychological studies of interrelation of
basic signal systems of a human and the
peculiarities of his verbal ability. The
article presents the results of verbal abi�
lity measurement in older adolescents
by means of an associative experiment.


